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On Sunday evening, April 24, 2022, the author found a small, white, triangular object sticking up out of 
the ground in Walsh Park, Springfield Township, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, USA. The object was 
found very close to the stream that runs throughout Walsh Park. The stream is a tributary off of Darby 
Creek. During storms, the water often rises and floods the area. It is possible that this object could have 
washed in from a different area, and became lodged in the mud. Very close to this spot, is a large boulder 
that may have once been used as a shelter for ancient travelers passing through the area. Possibly, a 
transient camp may have once existed here, but the inhabitants were likely not sedentary, and were 
probably just passing through. Walsh Park was named after Edward Walsh, a wealthy contractor local to 
the area, who lived in the old Lownes home on the present day St. Kevin’s Parish Community grounds, 
West Sproul Road, Springfield.’ Edward Walsh donated this 19 acre tract to the township circa 1952.” 


The author sought out the expertise of two archaeologists and a paleobotanist/science librarian. As it turns 
out, the stone is an Early Woodland/Late Archaic biface, with a probable age of 3,000 to 5,000 years old. 
Bifaces are double-faced multi-purpose tools, but because the base/hafting element is broken off the 
stone, it is impossible to identify the particular purpose or purposes it served. The biface is white quartz 
(crystalline quartz), and it weighs 7 grams. The author only knows of one other person who claims to 
have found something similar in Walsh Park, many years ago. 


Various projectile points, arrowheads, and other artifacts, from various time periods, have been found 
throughout Springfield, but now, one rarely comes across anything, as the area has been significantly built 
up, and is no longer farmland. In years past, artifacts have been found on the Springfield Country Club 
Golf Course, and the old Wright farm.* Lenni Lenape grinding stones were found along South Rolling 
Road.* An axe head was found in a field by Pinecrest Road.° A clay pipe was found in an old corn field 
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along West Springfield Road.° Artifacts and evidence of old campfires have been found along areas of the 
Springfield Trail, which is a popular hiking path throughout the township.’ Whiskey Run, formerly called 
Lownes Run, is a tributary off Crum Creek, that runs between Springfield Hospital and Springfield Mall, 
and along the Springfield Trail, was once called “Winniski” by the Indigenous Americans of the area.* 
Also, not too far from Springfield, lies the Broomall Rock Shelters, near Langford Road, along Langford 
Run, which is a tributary off of Darby Creek. The Broomall Rock Shelters were discovered in 1943 and 
excavated, and the items are on display at the Museum of Indian Culture in Allentown, Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania. A female body was found, thought to be of importance, and was later repatriated elsewhere. 
To the best of the author’s knowledge, the last known Indigenous American family to inhabit Springfield 
was a family that lived seasonally in a wigwam just north of the present day Springfield Mall on 
Baltimore Pike, which was the former Joseph Gibbons’ property.’ The family was gone from the area by 
the 1780s. The author’s best guess is that the wigwam was approximately very close to Sal’s Eagle Scout 
Bridge along the Springfield Trail and Whiskey Run, also known as Lownes Run (aka Winniski), which is 
a tributary off Crum Creek. 
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’ To keep up to date with trail news, be sure to check out: https://www.smedleypark.org/springfield-trail and 
https://www.facebook.com/springfieldtrail/. 

8 “Winniski” is the English spelling; I do not know what the proper spelling would be. I found mention of this by 
Josephine Albrecht in the Springfield Historical Society’s folders at the Springfield Library, Powell Road, 
Springfield, PA. Josephine was a former member of the Springfield Historical Society, and she was involved with 
some of the excavation/research of the Broomall Rock Shelters, if I recall correctly. 
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This is the Early Woodland/Late Archaic biface, probably 3,000 to 5,000 years old, found by the author in 
Walsh Park, Springfield Township, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, USA. Photo taken by the author. 
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The biface was found very close to the stream, which is a tributary that runs off Darby Creek. The stream 
runs throughout Walsh Park. Photo taken by the author. 


This is the back of the boulder, which is very close to the area of where the biface was found. Perhaps at 
one time, this boulder may have served as a shelter for ancient peoples passing through. Photo taken by 


the author. 
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Back of the boulder. Perhaps, the rock on the ground in front of the boulder may have at one time attached 
to the top of the boulder, and may have been part of a cliff overhanging, serving as a “roof.” Or, logs/other 
forest materials could have been brought up to the boulder and a shelter could have been built against it. 
Photo taken by the author. 


Side view of the boulder. Photo taken by the author. 
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Side view of the boulder. Photo taken by the author. 


This is the front of the boulder. Photo taken by the author. 


A possible freeze fracture in the boulder. At one time, water may have entered the boulder through a 
fissure, and as it froze, it expanded, and would have overcome the natural strength of the boulder; thus, 
the expansion would have resulted in causing the boulder to fracture. Photo taken by the author. 


Here is the author standing on top of the boulder, looking down. It appears someone carved something 
with a date of “1957” towards the right of the author’s right foot. Photo taken by the author. 


Aerial images (labeled by the oni obtained no The eas Tagery Navigator/PASDA, Penn 
State University Libraries: https://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/ 


1937 aerial image of Walsh Park i in Springfield Township, Delaware County, Bennayivenie: USA. Indian 
Rock Park is at the top right. Darby Creek runs through Indian Rock Park, and the stream in Walsh Park 
connects to Darby Creek. At the bottom left of the picture is Windsor Circle. Take note that Midland 
Road, which runs along the eastern border of Walsh Park, was not yet built. 


1958 aerial image of Walsh Park. Windsor Circle is in the bottom left, and Indian Rock Park is at the top 
right. 


2018-2022 image of Walsh Park: 
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2018-2022 image of Walsh Park in Springfield, Delaware County, PA 


Take note, the stream in Walsh Park is a tributary that connects to Darby Creek. 
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